THE 


BLACK DWARE: 


G@ London Cieekip jOublication, 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T. J. WOOLER,) 
76, FLEET STREET; 


Where Communications (post paid) are requested to be addressed. 





PLOL CLE PPOP LOC? PEPPLP POPC PPPDPPP EPC EPEPLEL PL PPBOBDO LAL LL LFA a rrr 
No. 20, Vol. IX.] WEDNESDAY, NOP. 13, 1822. (Perce 64.) 


ODDO MI PL PPE D 2S CL OD OL OLPO OE LELE®PBDEOCCROOOE LLCO OECLOEDPEREREEC@UIEFBDOLILIG 


Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at alt I meet: 

d only wear it in a land of Feciors, 

Thieves, supercargues, sharpers, aad directors. — Pork. 


—v0000— 


VICTORY OF TIME OVER INJUSTICE. 


“* Caance and I ’gainst any two.” —Boroughmonger Creed. 
‘© Time aad us *sainst chance and you.”—Public Reply. 





We have dedicated the greater part of the present number, 
oa detailed account of the proceedings on Mr. Hunt’s entry 
into London, and the rejoicinzgs on his liberation, which lave 
taken place in different parts of the country. We have done 


this for a variety of reasons; among the principal of which are 


t 


the garbled manner in which they have been given in s sme Jour- 
nals, and the falsification which they have received 1a others. 
it has been the object of one part of the public Press, to insi- 
nuate there was no public feeling exhibited on tie occasion ; 
and of another, to deny that the people are the public. The 
Jatier take the wisest course; for it is only to get rid of the 
people, as being no part of the public; and then the pa- 
radox of virtual representation will be most admirably 
solved. For our parts, however, whenever we sce an able. 
bodied man capable of being metamorphosed into a sol- 
dier, to fight the battles of despotism, we are inclined to 
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think such a being capable, by better management, of being 
taught to fight his own. We therefore are inclined to believe 
that ‘* the ordinary rabble,” as the multitude is insolently 
called, are of much more real importance than ‘ the extra- 
ordinary rabble,” in tine clothes, whose only merit con- 
sists in a contrivance to make the public support them in 
splendour to be laughed at, and insulted, by these 
simpletons in return. It is impossible to deny the 
fact, that a very large proportion of the populace of 
London thronged the public streets, to greet the entrance 
of Mr. Hunt. It is equally certain, that no proportion of 
that populace entertained any hostile feelings towards Mr. 
Hunt, There was a time when the Whigs had a part:, 
and the Tories had a party, and the idol of the one was 
sure to be the execration of the other. The contending 
partics were always ready for open contest; and quarrels, 
fichtings, and even murders, have been the usual concomttants 
of public processions, and the exuderance of political feeling. 
Th’: state of things has been altered for the better. The people 
care bit little for Whigs, and still less fer Tories: —they 
have formed themselves into a party of their own; and hav- 
ing ascertained the trae principles of government, they 
refuse to lend themselves to the venal objects of any partizan 
of either faction, Their interests will continue to be bought 
and sold a3 usual for some years; but they will not sell 
themselves nor harness themseives to the cars of their 
oppressors ;~-and when they assemble in such multitudes, 
they will always express what is in reality the public sentiment 
—of which there can be no stronger test, than the voice of the 
populace. This tone was never more unequivocally expressed. 
There might be seme few who retained all the bitterness 
of thelr old resentments against the man—but there could not 
be one, who deserved the name of a human being, who did 
not rejoice at the termination of a period of incarceration, 


under such trying circumstances, as to render the chances of 
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escaping with life extremely hazardous. None but a monster 
could refuse to welcome back into society, a fellow-creature, 
who had been so crueily torn from it, for a pretended offence, 
which is even yet in want ofa name, in the legal calendar ; ant 
which can only be defined by calling it “ an offence against tl e 
boroughmonger usurpation.” 

It may be considered that the triumphal return of Mr. Hunt 
to the metropolis, closes the tird act of the Manchester tra- 
gedy:—the jrst act terminating with his triumphant return 
from Manchester, and the second with his receiving the 
** judgment” of the Court. The fourth and the fi/th are yet 
to come ;—for we cannot believe the authors of that sangui- 
nary outrage will be permitted to descend into their graves in 
peace. How the catastrophe will be brought about, we are 
not able to imagine; nor might it be prudent to anticipate tle 
plot of the drama, but we do confidently trust that dramatic 
justice will yet be done, and the villains of the piece, of all 
degrees, receive their due reward. It cannot be that British 
spirit is sunk in so deep a trance, as not to awaken at some 
period to a sense of the injuries inflicted upon humanity. The 
exhibition of Monday is a proof that it is capable of being 
roused, Neither the change of circumstances, nor the cheap- 
ness of provisions, can obliterate the memory of that foul, that 
detestable transaction. The blood of the people still cries out 


for atonement :—and the offended laws demand their proper 
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victims. It is barely possible that they can escape, except 


pc 


they follow the example of the leading conspirator against the 
rights and liberties of the people, and set offon their journey 
to the other world, before nature calls them. That way, they 
may elude us:-that way, they may bid us defiance—but 
we think they can take no other road) wita impunity, 
The popular execrations that attended the funeral of their 
late patron surely cannot deter them from followin , hs exam- 
ple; for they must be aware, it was not forthe ac of seit de- 


struction that those execrations were bestowed: though we de 
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confess it was a little ungrateful on the part of the populace, 
not to remember that his last deed balanced the account in 
their favour; aud that, if he was tardy in settling his ac- 
counts, he settled them effectually at last. His exit also fur- 
nishes an additional encouragement to take the same path to 
heaven, or elscwhere, as the case may be; for the pre- 
cedent in his case secures christian burial to all searchers 
wter the carotid artery—-a consideration highly consoling 
to the “ baptised barbarians,” who were employed at Manches- 
ter; who might have some qualms about doing any thing 
rash, while in tle possession of their senses :—for it is now decid- 
ed, that the mere fact of committing the only act for which the 
world would owe them any obligation is, of itse/f, to be taken 
sa proof of their insanity? Let them escape, then, before 
the national hue and cry after them has commenced. Let them 
retire to the present court of their late patron, and tell iim 
the news—that Mr. Hunt is again at hberty —that the two 
years andahalf of his imbittered impiisonment have expired — 
that he has completed the purgatioa of the infernal den to 
which he bas been consigned—that he has raised up au inextin- 
guishable spirit i Somersetshire—that bonfires blazed upon a 
hundred hills, and the people of a buadred towns celebrated 
his liberation with enthusiastic delight—and finally, that the 
myriads of the Metropolis have thronged to welcome him 
amongst them, and made the palace of the King re-echo with 
their triumphant acchimations. ‘Tis intelligence ought to 
gladden the shade of the fallen minister—for it would. teach 
him that he had not done quite so much mischiefas he intended 


to have done—and he might rejoice at having been spared the 
cominission of another ! 





ee 


*,* An impertinent jackanapes, who affects to report for the 
Morning Herald, and iio writes asif he were paid to lie by the 
line, has most miserably attempted to burlesque the proceedings, 
which could only be done by falsehood and perversion of the facts. 
At this he has not stopped; but hed with as much fury as if lying 
were his natural vocation:—and published speeches that were 
never made, just ina style that would be expected from a bungler 
who could not put torether r an ordinary sentence in good English, 


Our correspondents will excuse us for postponing the considera- 
tion of several important subjects, until our following number. 
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MR. HUNT’S TRIUMPHANT ENTRY {INTO LONDON, 


— Go 


Monday being the day fixed on for the triumphaat extry of Me. 
Hunt, a great concourse of people met early at Hyde Park Corner, 
to greet him with a hearty welcome. The morning was thick aud 
foggy, but shortly afier nine o’clock, the sea burst forth in gplon - 
dour, aud spread !ife and gaiety among his friends. Mr. Huntleft 
Hounslow about nine, ina private chaise, the glasses of which were 
drawn up. At Hammersmith he was recognized, and received with 
Joud shouts of approbation; end on the read from thence, by 
way of Kensington to Knightsbridge, some thousands appeared 
to bid him welcome. At the Knightsbridge barracks, where the 
Blues are now on duty, the populace cheered loudly, but wiiliout 
offensive indication; the barrack-gates were closed, and the seuti- 
nels withdrawn from without: but the windows were open and 
filled with soldiers and women. Just before the procession reached 
Sleane-street, the horses were taken from Mr. Hunt’s chaise, and 
he was drawn by the people to the side of a barouch and six, in 
which he took his seat. The Chairman of the Committee, Mr. 
Gast, having then presented an address cougratulating him upon 
his liberation from confinement, Mr. Hunt addressed the people ia the 
following terms: ** Fellow countrymen and fellow country women, 
You see before you a man who has just escaped from prison. I need 
nol say that I am happy ence more to present myselfto you, and 
to observe assembled to welcome me so many of my friends and 
countismen. A beneficent Providence has enabled me, after two 
ycars and six months’ cruel incarceration, to stand before you 
again in this metropolis—the same ian in principle; the same 
man in mind; and, thanks be to Heaven, the same man in con- 
stitution, (Cheers.) I hope I have done nothing that I ought to 
be ashamed to do. (Cries of § No, no.’} 1 hope there has been 
nothing in my conduct which should make me ashamed or afraid 
to meet my fellow-countrymen. (¢ Vo.) LI hope, by the blessing 
of God, to be enabled (with the advantage of a liitle experience) 
to pursue the same course as I have always done. All I have ever 
asked was, that justice should be donc tu my fellow countrymen : 
and I have consigatly said, * Do with me what you please.’ (Cheers.) 
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am glad to see you iv such nunsbers around ine. I have neither 
ower nor wealth to draw crowds about me—my power and my 
ealth are the love and regard of my fellow countrymen. I have 
> purses to fling out of my carriage windows, like some great 
ersonazes travelling luxuriously on the continent—~purses wrung 
om the hearts and sinews of the jabouring classes who stand 
vefore me. (Loud cheers.) We are told tbat we are radicals, 
‘th all my heart; [ am not ashamed of the appellation. A 
ical is an honest man—a man who wishes to possess and to 
oy the fruits of hislabour; and at the same time is determined 
resist the attempt to take away from him any portion of them, 
the purpose of lavishing it in the support of the tazy, the 
ic, the indolent, the profligate, and the corrupt. (Chvers ) 
{e taere any man here desirous of plunder? (* Wo,no.’) Is there 
man here who wishes for bloodshed? (§ No, no.’) Is there 
wuy man here disposed to commit violence to-day ? (* Ne. no.’)— 
“/c have no need of constables. Englishmen, if they are but left 
lone, will always conduct themselves peaceably and quietiy, and 
orc never inclined to disturb good order. Those who desiguate the 
Radicals as turbulent and violent, must do so from improper mo- 
tives. You will hardly think it possible; but while I was at Houn- 
slow, [have received anonymous letters, as 1 was accustomed to 
Jo. Junderstand, by one, that I am to be put to death to-day. 
Snouts of daughter.) A man can die but once; and, in the dis- 
varge of my duty, I trust I shall ever be prepared to meet death 
th calmness and cheerfulness. (* Biavo.’) At any rate, I shall 
vays gladly exert myself in the cause of the people, and will 
ever flinch from the trial be the result what it may. (Cheers.) 
‘lave I ever done any thing for myself? (* Wo, no; you have lost ua 
vevddeal.”) Have I ever deceived my fellow-countrymen? (¢ Vo, 
“a, mever.’) No$ nor I never will :—in the face of God, and of you 
:, [ solemnly declare I never will.” (Loud and repeated cheers.) 
“fter Mr. Hunt had concluded his address, and the tumult of ap- 
probation which followed it had subsided, Mr. Paine, the secretary 
of (he Bethnal Green Reform Committee advanced, with the inten- 
on af presenting the silver snuff-box, containing the balance of 
© subscriptions for defraying the expences of Mr. Hunt's defence. 
..f; Hunt observing that it would be productive of delay, request: 
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ed that that part of the ceremony might be postponed wat after 
dinner. The Committee then formed in their station a-head of the 
barouche, and the procession began to move forward :--the Saw- 
yer’s benefit society, with music and banners of different descrip- 
tions; the Commiltee of Trades, with wands and medals; Mr. 
Hunt, in his barouche and six, with his plaid cloak ; and other 
barouches with two horses cach, containing Reformers male, 
and female. The cavalcade procecded, gathering steength as 
itadvanced. It procecded through St. James’s Street, and along 
Pall-mall, and whev opposite Carlton House, Mr. Hunt proposed 
favouring the King with a few hearty cheers, on bis account, as he 
was not able to obtain them on his own; the populace heartily 
agreed to his wish, and his Majesty was tinmediately saluted 
will nearly one hundred cheers. The procession then advauced 
through Cockspur-strect, and came sound Charing-cross. In the 
Straud, the shops were generally closed, and much crowded. 
When he passed under Temple Bar, there was great applause. 
At the corner of Fleet-street he was ioudly greeted. The windows, 
up Fleet-street and Ludgate-hill were crowded, and the pallisades 
of St. Paul’s were covered with people. The procession moved on 
to the Mansion House. The Lord Mayor did not think it necessary 
to make any particular arrangements in the city on account of Mr. 
Hunt and his friends. No special constables were sworn in, nor 
was there the slightest stop to business whilst the people were 
passing. His Lordship had officers stationed at one or two places 
between the Mansion House and Temple Bar, with directions tu 
bring him intelligence of the approach and conduct of the people. 
The constables and watchmen of cach parish were ordered to 
be in attendance at their respective watch houses, and not to make 
their appearance outside unless sent for by the Marshals, who 
merely ordered the usual number of constables out to watch the 
thieves in the crowd. From the Mansion House the procession 
moved slowly on aloag Cornhill, and from thence proceeded 
down Bishopsgate Street, Sun Street, and Finsbury Square, which 
being an open place and affording a good prospect of the proces- 
siou, was excessively crowded. It presented to the eye the finest 
prospect that had been exhibited durivg the day, a mass of people 


hitulle short of a hundred thousand being collected together to 
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hail the rcturn of the captive from his dungeon, the view of such 
an immense concourse loudly cheering as he passed, appeared to 
afford great pleasure to Mr. Hunt. Ie then proceeded up the City 
Road to the Eagle Tavern, where he with great difficulty drove up 
to the house; owing to the density of the people. Before be 
got out of his carriage he addressed the people in the following 
terms:— 

“Gentlemen and Fellow Countrymen,—! should be very un- 
grateful indeed, if I did not thank you most kindly for the hovour 
you have done me this day. A long speech it would be impossible 
to make to such a multitude. 1 shall therefore content myself 
by saying, that I do thank you most kind!y and heartily. You 
have proved yourselves this day true Englishiweu. You have ex- 
pressed your opinions without fee or reward, and I hope that thai 
day when Englishmen shall not be allowed to speak their sentiments 
freely, may be my last. I hope when you go home you will re 
collect this fact, that I have this day obtained for the King of Eng- 
fand what he never got before—namely, 100 cheers opposite his 
own Palace.—(Zoud applayse.) 

Mr. Hunt then alighted from the carriage, and proceeded to the 
Commnittee-room. 

THE DINNER. 

At an early liour in the day: the entire space in front of the 
Ragle Tavern, City-road, and all the streets and lanes adjacent to 
it, were filled with people. Indeed the crowd was sv vast, and 
so dense, that it was hardly possible for any person either to gct 
into or out of it. When the procession arrived, between two and 
three o’clock, half an hour elapsed before it could make its way 
throuch the multitude. Many persons who had tickets for the 
dioner were almost suffocated ; the rushing of people, in all direc- 
tions, was tremendous; so much so, that several females, who had 
mixed among the populace, were taken up in a state of insensibility. 
When those persons whohad dinner tickets were able, after the 
greatest struggles aud bodily exertions, to obtain admission into 
the garden of the tavern, they had still to force their way throngh 
a great crowd collected inside the premises, before they could 
reach the dining-room: All those extra visitors had been admit 
ted on the payment of six-peuce cach, for which they had a ticket, 
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and received the value in refreshments. Long before three o'clock 
every seat in the dining-room was occupied, even to crowding ; the 
number was, altogether, near 300: but many who could not obtaiu 
places in this room, dined in other apartments of the house. 
At five o'clock, the tables were covered, and Mr. Hunt accom_ 
panied by Mr. Wooler, Mr. Parkias, and his Committee, entered 
the room amidst loud plaudits, and took bis seat at the cross table. 
Mr. Wooler said it was the wish of several gentlemen present that 
Mr. Parkins should take the chair; and the company haviug sig- 
nified their approbation, that gentleman undertook to preside at 
the dinner. The dinner was good and substantial; there was 
abundance of beef, mutton, veal, poultry, and pastry of every 
kind; but from the excessive crowd, and the bad attendance of 
waiters, every thing was confused. When the cloth was removed, 
the chairman gave the following tuast—** The people—the source 
of all legitimate anthority.’’—Drank with three times three. 

Mr- Woo-enr said he had to propose a toast to the company, aud 
he did so with pleasure. They had just drunk the people, and he 
now proposed that they should drink the Man of the People— 
(shouts of applause)—that man who had just appeared before them 
after an imprisonment of two years and a half. He (Mr. Wooler) 
had been present in the Court of King’s Bench when sentence was 
passed on Mr. Hunt, and it was a sentence which the history of 
future times wouid describe asthemost * * + + « 
that had ever been recorded in any English Court of Justice. It 
was asentence passed for an alleged offence, which had not been 
committed, and without any justifiable ground. They must 
all feel, and they were that day assembled to declare it 
as their opinion, that the sentence of the Court of King’s 
Bench was passed upon the man, and not upon the offence.— 
(Applause.) He had heard the opinion of several persons, and 
even of Tories, respecting that sentence, and not one of them 
agreed in the justice of it. He wished to know what the Judges of 
the Court of King’s Bench would now say to that act, which only 
Served to render more formidable the man against whom their hos- 
ility had been so pointedly directed 2? They had, indeed, thrown 
him into a dungeon ; but fortunately for the cause of liberty, he 
possessed a suflicieut degree of nerve and resolution, to survive 
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the allack made upon him. The same parties who were capabie of 
prostituting the laws of the country to the worst of purposes, 
would not have hesitaled to seck the death of Mr. Hunt, had they 
the same means. He concluded with giving the health of Henry 
Hunt, which was drank with three times three and loud ap- 
plause. 

Mr. Hunt now stood upon the table, to address the Meeting. 
amidst loud shouts of applause.—* Gentlemen and fellow-country- 
men!” saulhe, “ I must claim your indulvence for the deficiencies 
I now necessarily labour under, in consequence of the fatigues of 
the day. (Shouts of applause.) To say that I do not feel the 
full force of your kindness towards me, would he to acknowledve 
that I was not made of animate materials. After the eniogium 
which had been pronounced upon bim by his friend Mr. Wooler, 
he should not trespass on them by many observations. They all 
knew that he had been imprisoned two years and six months; that 
the only offence he had committed was that of having attended at 
a meeting constitutionally convened, and at the particular request 
of those who called the meeting. He wished to take the opportu- 
nity of requesting the gentlemen connected with the public Press, 
to notice one thing. Almost all the public Journals bad been una_ 
nimous in agreeing that the sentence passed on him had been too 
pevere; but, at the same time, they observed that they did not ap- 
prove of the conduct of Mr. Hunt in calling the meeting at Manches- 
ter. Now the fact was, that he (Mr. H.) had not called the meeting. 
it had been called by seven hundred householders, and was a meet- 
ing in every respect conformable to law. And it appeared from 
affidavits made in his behalf, that the first twenty of those indivi~ 
duals, were respectable men, who had resided for seven years in 
their houses. Therefore, there never was a more legitimate mea- 
sure than tha Manchester Meeting; nor was there ever a more 
illegitimate sentence than what had been passed on him.—(Loud 
applause.) There’ were some old women in Somersetshire, 
who, during his imprisonment in Hchester Gaol, had said that 
Providence had sent him there. Providenee, indeed, had 
looked after him and preserved him from all the horrors of 
the incarceration to which he had been subjected. Soon aiter 
he had been sent to that gaul, oew laws were made fur iflicting 
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upon him the utmost degree of severity. Three different times 
he remonstrated against the severe and crucl restrictions imposed 
on him; and although each time an assurance nad been given that 
those restrictions would be removed, the same severities were aga'n 
inflieted. A fourth time he remonstrated, and the severilics were 
removed, by the assistance of those whom he then saw around 
him, and others, who petitioned Parliament in his behalf. Bridle, 
his gaoler, was a second Sir Hudson Lowe.—(Loud applause,) 
He would venture to say, without makiag any particular allusion 
to his crimes, that there never wasia this country a greater mon- 
ster in human shape than that gaoler ; and never a greater monster 
out of it than the other gaoler. But the law would soon be put 
in force against Bridles; and the other gaoler had already under- 
gone au infliction from the hand cf the Baron Las Cases. He had 
always found that the people of England were ready to step for- 
ward and protect men who were persecuted. Since his incarcera- 
tion, a female of the first rank in this country had been persecuted 
even to death (true, true). Perhaps the persecution against him 
would have been sufficient to put any man to death, but, thank 
God! he had a good couscience, and a good constitution, and 
bore up against all his sufferings. For 896 nights he had been shut 


up io his cell at dusk in the evening, without hearing a buman. 
voice during the remainder of the night. Yet, under all these. 


sufferings, he never spent a melancholy moment. His health 
and his eye-sight had indeed suffered; but his spirits had 
always been kept up, in the hope that one day or other he should 


see his own and his country’s enemies brought to justice. 


(loud and continued shouts of epplause). Justice he demanded, and 
justice he would have if he lived. He was satisfied he should have 
justice ; and he would never cease in his endeavours to bring the 
Manchester Magistrates tojustice. The times were working greatly 
in their favour, and their enemies were trembling at the conse- 
quences of their own iniquity. One of those enemies would not 
wait for the consequences, but sought out the carotid artery, and 
put an end to his existence. The coward ought to have lived to 
have had a fair trial; aud if he had lived, a fairer punishment 
would have awaited him. There was that Lord Sidmouth, who 
lately held the situation of Gacler-General of Zagiand. This man 
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had lately been dowr in Somersetshire, and purchased a maymf- 
cent estate wiih the money which he had taken out of the pov: 
kets of the English people, (Tumules of applause.) Ne wished to 
explain to the meeting the cause of Sir Charles Wolseley’s absence. 
That worthy friend of his had promised to accompany him that 
day, but he was prevented by an unfortunate circumstance. One 
of his servants in administering some medicine to his tady, gave 
her, by accident, an extraordinary quantity of laudanum; he was 
happy to say that since he came into that room he had received a 
Jetter from Sir Charles, informing him that Lady W. was out of 
danger, but was still so indisposed that Sir Charles conld not leave 
her. One fact he should stale respecting his imprisonment. 
When he petitioned the Parliament, he made bis attack agaiuet the 
Magistrates of Somersetshire ; for they, and not the contemptible 
gaolers, were his dirty persecutors. The gaoler, however, would 
soon be brought up for judgment, for having tortured one of the 
prisoners, and then they would all see what punishment would be 
inflicted on him:—if the sentence should be mild, he trusted a 
heavicr sentence would be inflicted on the Magistrates; for they 
were the real culprits; and Sir Francis Burdett had lately pledged 
himscif to him (Mr. Hunt) that the conduct of these Magistrates 
should be inquired into. All the severe restrictions that had 
bec. imposed on him, originated with these Magistrates, in 
consequence of an order given them by Judge Best. After the 


removal of the gaoler, (Bridle) and the appointment of Mr 
Hardy, in bis stead, he had experienced the best possible treatment. 
No man could behave better that Mr. Hardy. Here Mr. Hunt 
adverted to the question of Parliamentary Reform, of which he 
was still the advocate ; without which the people of Euglaad could 
nol be free ; and for which he would struggle with his last breath. 
He now thought it necessary to repeat what he had often befurc 
declared, that he never wonld concede to any sysiem of Partia- 
medtary Reform short of Universal Suffrage ; and it was because 
Government knew him to be the advocate of Universal Suilrage 
that he had been prosecuted and persecuted. 

[ Here there was a great noise out of doors, and several pezs ons 
said that the muititude assembled in the gardens wanted Mr. Hunt 
to come forward and address them. | 

Mr. Hunt said he was the guest of those who were present in 
the room, and that he must put it to them whicther he shold 
address the petsons out of doors. 

On the question being pul, a great majority of the company 
expressed an opinion that Mr. Hunt sliould oot address ihe popi- 
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lace out of doors, and in this decision he aequiesced. He then 
concluded, with giving as a toast,—** The male and female 
on of the United Kingdom. Drank with three times 
three, 

The following toasts were then drank with great applause :— 

The health of all our incarcerated brethren. 

The memory of the victims of the {6th of August; and may 
their murder never be forgotten. 

Mav the authors of the sanguinary Massacre of the 16th of Au- 
gust, be speedily brought to justice. 

Sir Charles Wolseley, and Thomas Northmore, Esq. 

The Northern Union; may it be joined by Unions in the Fast, 
the West, and the South, that corruption may be crushed on every 
point of the Constitutional compass. 

Mr. Wooler, and the liberty of the Press. 

Mr. Wooter, when the applause had subsided, said he felt highly 
gratified at the manner in which his name had been received; con- 
sidering ita mark of their approval of the sentiments which he 
avowed, and the line of public conduct which he had adopted. It 
had been his lot to be persecuted by the enemies of the people ; but 
persecution only endeared to him the principles which had pur- 
chased him their esteem, and which nothing on earth could ever 
induce him to change. England had been accustomed to boast of 
her political Constitution, and play the braggart before the world, 
as the birth place and asylum of liberty. Now the matter was re- 
versed ; and she came lagging behind, even the most illiterate, and 
prejudiced nations. Not only had Spain and Portugal, and the 
New World, advanced far betore, but even the negroes of the West 
Indieshad disowned the doctrine that force and fraud were neces- 
sary implements in the science of Government. It could not be 
devied, that ia ali the European Governments, of the legitimate 
school, this doctrine was held sacred. But the trappings and 
mummery were beginning to lose their hold upon the ignorance 
of the people; since a new age had begun to dawn upon the 
nations of ihe world. Spain acd Portugal had risen into free- 
dom :—and the authors of their exertions could not be too fer- 
vently praised for their devotion to the public cause. Nor should 
the failure of the revolution of Naples be considered as adding any 
considerable gloom to the aspect of affairs. The same spirit 
remained, only waiting for a favourable opportunity for reaewed 
exertion :--aud the time was not far distant when that oppor- 
tunity would be afforded:—for the ultra-loyal spirit of the 
ace had nol iearned wisdom from past disasters, but was 
eager to draw the sword against: what it absurdly calls 
innovation. On this subject he had, however, but one wish ; 
and that was, that they might be mad enough to appeal 
to the sword. It was tbe ouly argument they could understand ; 
and the swerds of thousands of patriots in Spainand Portugal 
were ready to convince them that the spirit of freedom is as in- 
extinguishable as the love of iiverty. It was easy to perceive that 
the world was in rapid progress towards the establishment of the 
full sovereignty of the people :—and nothing could retard that 
progress» It had been the fashion to rail at Revolutions ; and 
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the French Revolution in particular had furnished ample scope for 
declamation against the evils arising from a desire of change. But 
he had no hesitation in saying that the French Revolution was 
essentially necessary to prepare the rest of Europe for the glorious 
change it is destined to undergo, It was necessary to clear away the 
host of prejudices which was tie rank growth of several centuries of 
delusion and despotic ignorance : :—and those who affect to shadder 
at the excesses into which the French revolutionists were driven, 
should remember that they are censuring the effect, and not the 
cause; and that the real object of their abhorrence should be the 
despotism which had kept men ignorant, and made them barba- 
rous, that it might the more effectually mould them to its base 
and revolting purposes. One may lament the ravages of the tem- 
pest, andthe devastation of the whirlwind—but who shall say 
that they have no right to disturb the atmosphere, when they are 
requisite to purify it? It is what causes the agitation, the pesti- 
lential congregation of unwholesome vapours, to which weshould di- 
rect our allention; and it was requisite that the political atmosphere 
should experience an agitation that might restore it to a healthy 
state. That the French revolution de stroyed, rather than built up, 
is admitted ;—but its first business was to remove the bad, that better 
institutions might have room for growth. Those who were so loud in 
condenmation of Napoleon’s invasion of Spain, may now witness 
the beneficial effects of that invasion. Spain has aot only shaken 
off the thraldom of the Gallic chains, but has also thrown off the 
more galling, and faster rivetted felters of domestic tyranny. 
She has not only rejected the master which Napoleon bad prepared 
for her, but rescued herself from the harder service of a native 
master. She has put an effectual curb on the rampant spirit of 
monarehy ; and assumed that character among the nations, to which 
the good sense and courage o! her people entitled ber, And this 
spirit, this sense, this rank, she owes extirely to the invasion by 
Napoleon, Without that measure, the prejudices of so many ages 
would have remained unshaken; and the friends of freedom ous ht 
to rejoice, that outof apparent evil, so much real good had been 
clicited. Nor was it possible to anticipate ihe extent of the ad- 
vantages which that mighty political event, the revolution in 
France. was calculated to produce. ‘To it was owing the emanct- 
pation of che Spanish colonies, the erection of the negro republic 
at Deimingo, and the revolutions yet in embryo, in Ge rmany aud 
elsewhere. And we owe it another incalculable advantage; viz. 
the Boroughmongers’ debt. which bids fair to bring even the loyal 
classes to their senses. With what exultation nsust those individuals 
perceive the progress of information, who have been for so many 
years endeavcuring to bring about the * consummation devoutly 
io be wished!’ How must the living members of the old cor- 
responding society rejoice, to see the spirit that led them 
into so many dangers, now moving the world, and = aveng- 
ing itself upon its ancient persecutors! They have sown the 
seed—watched the soil in. anxious expectation during the 
transition of the seasons; and «after all the vicissitudes of 
hope and fear, they see the grain ripened, and the glorious 
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harvest almost ready for the gathering. He then said he 
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would propose the health of one of those individuals who had long 
been ridiculed as uselessly labouring to cultivate the barren rock 
—one who had been almost the foremost to advance the senti- 
ments which that assembly entertained—and one, who but for the 
infirmity of age would have spared all comment upon his labours, 
by his presence—he meant Major Cartwright. This toast was re- 
ceived with the loudest approbation. 

The toasts that followed were :— 

Patriotism that needs no spur, and endures no Brid/e. 
The health of the Chairman. 

The Reformers of York, and the kingdom at large. 

For clearing the land of the boroughmonger vermin, let us 
Hunt them, 


With tyrants would you speak to the purpose, speak Spanish. 

Sir Francis Burdett. 

Mr. Gaue Jones then rose, after his health had been given, and 
after an eloquent address, proposed the health of Sir R. Wilson. He 
was sure the Meeting would agree with him in thinking that, in the 
treatment which Sir R. Wilson had received, the British nation 
had suffered a nat‘onal insult.—(7hree limes three.) 

The Cuarrman next proposed the health of Mr, Galloway, a 
Member of the Common Council of London. 

Mr. Gattoway returned thanks. He felt sensibly the honour 
they had done him. He conceived that, in the person of Mr. Huut 
the liberties of England had received a mortal stab, which nothing 
could remove but a simultanevus resolution on the part of the 
whole nation to express their opinion on the treatment he had 
received. It was not very lately that he had become attached to 
the cause of Radical Reform. He wasa member of the London 
Corresponding Society thirty years ago, and he had the honour of 
sufferiog a three years imprisonment for his principles during the 
reign of the mighty Pitt. Those principles he should ever continue 
to advocate; but he was sure that until the whole people were 
amalgamated, all hope of success would be vain. Ue despised 
those artificial distinctions which property conferred. The only 
distinctions he recognized were virtue and attachment to country. 

Mr. Hunr said, as. he was now about to retire, he should take 
leave to propose a toast, which be was sure they would all drink 
—_ eatisfaction, It was ** The whole operative classes of Eng- 
land.” 

Mr. Woorrr said, if they were to do full justice to all the 
Patriot band, the sun would have passed his meridian to-morrow 
before they had completed their taske They were, however, desi- 
rous to do justice to all ; and he was sure, that if the spirit of 
Castlereagh could come amongst them, he would do the Reformers 
one great and glorious act of justice. He theu proposed, * The 
health of Mr. Harmer.” 

Mr. Harmer briefly returned thanks, His professional avoca- 
tions led occasionally to detect gross oppressions, and he hoped be 
would always be found ready to put them down. 

Mr. Gate Jones proposed thanks to the Committee. 


The health of Lord Cochrane was then drunk, after which the 
curpany separated, 
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TO THE EDITOR. 


SIR, 
You will recollect that in consequence of the labourers 


in agriculture at Woodchurch in Kent being dissatisfied with 
the allowance given them by the overseers, and the method of 
billetting them on the,farmers at stipulated wages, caused seve- 
ral of these men to appear before the magistrates of Union 
Hall, to make complaint of the supposed, or real grievances that 
they laboured under. The magistrates referred these applicants 
to the Quarter Sessions of the county: but, as they considered 
they stood in need of immediate relief, they therefore preferred 
an application to the bench of Magistrates sitting at Cranbrook ; 
and as the Rev. Chairman, Mr. Ligel, expressed a desire that 
the proceedings of that day as affecting these applicants should 
be made public, I have therefore sent you the chief particulars 
of the examinations and the unanimous decisions of the Magis” 
trates respecting the future conduct of the Overseers of the 
Parish of Woodchurch and several other parishes, where agri- 
cultural distress is equally conspicuous. At about 11 o'clock, 
on Thursday, the 7th instant, arrived from 150 to 200 labourers 
from the various parishes of the surrounding neighbourhood : 
soon after the chairman had taken his seat, the complainants 
of Woodchurch were called to make known fheir wants. 
William Dunster said he had a wife and four children, and 
that he had allowed him but 1s. Od. per diem, one hundred 
and a half of faggots per year, and his house rent free, for 
which the parish paid £4 per year, and that he could not sub- 
sist on so smail a sum, and that he could not see why the man 
who works hard all day should not live as well as those who do 
not work at all, and that when wheat was £25 per lead, 
they, the farmers, didfnot give their labourers more than they 
were forced to give, and that as he lived a sober life, and was 
willing to work, he did not like the term pauper when applied 
to bim, and that he would lose his life before he would 
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live as he had done, and be billetted with a piece of 
paper. It was here observed (and 1 have no doubt with 
considerable rcgret) by a Magistrate, who has some of the 
milk of humanity in his breast, you will have Zess relief I am 
afraid in another year; the complainant then observed that he 
was starving in a land of plenty. 

B. Hampton was next examined, said he had a wife and one 
child, had 1s. Gd. per diem, and no other allowance, nothing 
more particular from this complainant. 

Jchn Shorter said he had a wife and two children, received 
is. 9d. per diem by being billetted on such farmers as was 
agreed on by the farmers themselves; considerable conversa- 
tion here took place on the wrong application of the term billet, 
the Magistrates denying the term billet being properly applied 
when used in reference to labourers, Complainant replied that 
it was the term applied to them by the overseers on receiving 
the paper, and with all due submission to the bonourable 
bench, I beg leave to dissent from their decision, for I consider 
the term billet cannot be confined to a particular character, 
but that it is the act itself which constitutes billetting, whatever 
may be the person who is quartered with a bit of paper on 
another, whether it be for wages or for food. After the Ma- 
gistrates had heard the various complaints, they unanimously 
concluded that the labourers of Woodchurch did receive from 
the overseers an ample allowance for their subsistence, and 
passed at the same time a compliment on the parish officers for 
their very hberal allowance to their labourers, and observed 
that they (the Magistrates), as well as the labourers, were 
feeling the general distress of the country. It was here ob- 
served by one of the complainants that he would like to 
change distresses with them, and asked them at the same 
time if 2s. 4d. per week each for his family was sufficient, and 
declared that he had been obliged to travel seven miles to his 
work, and had been swore at and denied work unless he 
arrived on the spot to work at six o’clock. The Magistrates 
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now recommended to the overseers particular attention that 
the inconvenience of so long a journey to work might be ob 
viated as muchas possible. The complainant now enquired 
again If he were to be billeted, but no answer was obtained. 

The Chairman now addressed the complainants, and de. 
clared their complaints to be merely imaginary grievanees ; but 
the complainants still thought that solid pudding was better 
than empty wind, and that being made of corporeal ingie- 
dients, they could not subsist on time and patience, nor 2s. 4. 
each per week. It was here observed, that the Bench were 
ever ready to protect the labourer, and that they (the labourers) 
were not suffering* so much as the farmers. One of the fa. 
bourers here observed, that the farmers were not suffering for 
want of food, and that they (the labourers) were, consequently, 
they (the farmers) could not be so badly off as themselves. It 
was here repeated again by the Chairman, that their grievances 
were merely imaginary, and the complainants recommended to 
submit their judgments and their feelings to the directions of the 
Bench and the Overseers of their parish, ‘who they might de- 
pend on would do them all the justice that their several cases 
required, Tis conjectured, just at this instant the Rev. Chair- 
man must have, like Pharaoh of old, seen a vision of corn 
sheaves and lean kine; and fearing the consequences that 
might possibly occur from the too great a repletion of the lean 
kine. He might, therefore, to prevent the eficcts of a surfeit, 
judiciously recommend to complainants (o trust themselves to 
the overseers and theiv own dear fostering care. Faith, Mr, E. 
is an excellent article, when founded on the reason of things + 
but— 


‘© Faith without reason, for hope 1s 
“A clerical gull, I will quiz.” 








* Sympathetic affection is very gvod wherever it is found, but 
quartern loaf is belter for an hungry man thau all the sympathy ef 
the universe. 
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ft is amelancholy thing that the poor labourer who is the last 

person in the grand drama of national degredation should have 
no one to whom he can shift a part of the burden, but must 
passively submit himself to all those who are more or less 
benefitted in his calamities, I may possibly offend the feelings 
of those who are fattening on a system which must mevitably 
(if continued in,) destroy all moral and social feelings. I 
sould never advise a pauper to depend, implicitly, on the 
erace and favour of overseers, rectors, and land-proprictors 
for their just dues in exchange for their labours and more 
particularly if those, who from ignorance or design, would 
establish a system founded on despotic vassalage and Athe- 
istical misanthrophy. 

I remember a story of one Lawrence Holladay, of Hastings, 
m Sussex, who was about to be executed for the crime of 
murder, and when lic was desired by tiie constable to ascend 
the ladcer,he appeared not to relish the jouraey. The constable, 
being an old acquaiitance of Holliday's said, “go up, Law- 
relice, go up, “twill be better for you.” 

The Catholics of former days, you know, Mr. E. burnt the 
bodies of the Protestants for the good of their souls, but the 
world in general is become so ungrateful as seldom to appre- 
ciate the grace and favour of their Benefactors. 

In the examination of the complainants of the parish of 
Sandhurst, it was found that there was less allowance given to 
the labourers than to the average of the surrounding parishes ; 
and the overseer declaring that in consequence of the farmers 
omitting to assist him in the regulation of allowances, he was 
at a loss how to give general satisfaction, and requested thie 
Bench would interfere and settle what should be allowed ac- 
cording to the different circumstances. The Bench, on this 
suggestion, appiied themselves to adjust and settle the different 
relief accordingly : but from some cause, which can only be 
cuessed at, it was suddenly given up, and tlic overseer recom, 
mended to apply to the Revereud Rector aud Magistrate eof 
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Sandinirst for the exercise of lis yudgment and liumanity a 
ihe cases may require 

In the examinations of the complainants of Biddenden, it, 
came out that the labourers received flour and other goods, 
instead of money for their services, and that they were charged 
lod. more per gallon than they could purchase it, equal in 
quality, in the adjacent village ; this was reprobated by the 
Bench, and directions given to the overseers to discontinue 
such practices. 

The labourers of the different parishes were cautioned not” 
to appear agai in large bodies to exhibit their complaints, and 
also to go home to their respective parishes, which advice was 
strictly attended to. The poor men having no other object 
im view than an appeal to the Bench to enable them to have 
sufficient of the most common necessaries in exchange for 
their daily labours. 

fam, respectfully, &c. 
A REFORMER. 





SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. LEWIS. 


We have the = ss to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
lug additional subscriptions, 


-_. 0 WH 
The Reformers of Derby . 5 0 0 
The Reformers of Leeds, by Mr. Mann, . 5 0 0 
Mr. F. Bucktc, Holbeck, Leeds, ; i i @ 
Mr. Phipps, of the News, ‘ : io 0 
Lynn Union, by Mr. Mallett, , : i 0 4a 


A brother Author, who has more metination than 
ability to assist Mr. Lewis, in the hour ef his 
unmerited distress, to 0 
The mite of a few Jourseymen Mechanics of { Pimhic 0; 
who, knowing the Rights of Man, feel indig- 
pant at the degradation arising from politics fl 
disfranchisement, and ardently fong for the 


downfal of hypocritical tyranny. 018 9 
From the Reformers of Belper, 1} VU oO 
A sinall subseription from the workmen empleo yed in 

Mr. Hunt’s Roasted Corn Manufactory. G12 0 
Fee R .% ‘ 0 5 0 
J. Ne ’ | 2 0 2 9 
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REJOICINGS IN THE COUNTRY ON THE LIBERATION OF 
MR. HUNT. 


Ngw MILts, GREENHOLM, Nov. 2.—The Reformers of 
New Miils and Greenholm, on the evening of the 30th of 
Oct. met inthe Angel Inn of that place, to testify their joy at 
the release of Mr. Hunt from his prison walls, and the perse- 
cutions he endured while confined. They assembled in 
great numbers, and walked in procession (preceded by a band 
of music and torch lights in their hands) with the effigy of 
Bridle his cruel tormentor carried in front, to a large bonfire at 
the other end of the town. After walking in procession round 
the fire, the ethgy was then thrown into it, amidst the plaudits of 
assembled hundreds, ‘They then walked back in procession to 
Moses Smith’s hall to spend the remainder of the evening. 
When the health of Mr. Hunt was given from the chair, it was 
drunk with the most enthusiastic raptures of applause, as 
was likewise the healths of Sir Charles Wolseley, Mr. Wooler, 
Major Cartwiight, and all the other friends of Reform. During 
ihe meeting, many excellent appropriate songs were sung. 
After spending the evening with the greatest harmony one 
with another, the company broke up at an early hour, each 
highly delighted in the night’s proceedings. 

MANCHESTER. —The rejoicings here ou the 29d ult. coun- 
tinued till a very iate hour; the concourse of people in front 
of the Union School was immense, so much so, as to make it 
almost impossible to gain admittance to the ball. When the 
doors were cpened for the admission of company, the pressure 
was so great that s.veral f males had their dresses very mvach 
injured, The dancing continued without intermission tll 
twelve o’clock, at which time the imprisonment of Mr. Hunt 
expired ; when the whole company stood up and gave tlirec 
times three cheers for the brave captive of Ilchester. They then 
walked in procession nine times round the room, the musicians 
playing and the company singing “ Sce the conquering hero 
comes ;” after which the dancing was resumed and. continued 
till about half past one, when the company separated ; and on 
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Wednesday morning, at eight o’clock, the hour at which Mr. 
Hunt was to quit his duigeon, firearms were discharged in all 
quarters of the town. About ten a large company paraded the 
streets, bearing two beautilul green flags with white borders, 
and appropriate devices upon the flags. Two fine fat sheep 
were roasted and distributed in that part of the town, and, to 
crown the whole, the houses were illuminated in the evening, 
and the inhabitants regaled themselves after the old English 
fashion, with roasted beef and mutton and good home-brewed 
ale, ‘The Union School was also brilliantly illuminated, and 
the concourse of people was greater than on the preceding 
nivht. About half past eight a large balloon was liberated, 
which took its flight over the town in grand style; upon it was 
Written in large characters, “ Hant is at liberty.” The festi- 
vities of the night were hept up till about one o’clock, when 
the company separated, highly delighted with the pleasures of 
the evening. 

LOCHDALE, Oct. 20.—This evening the members of the 
Rochdale branch of the Great Northern Union met in the Union 
School, for the purpose of commencing their rejoicings in con- 
sequence of the anticipated liberation of H. Hunt, Esq., from 
his dungeon in Fehester Bastile : the school was brilliantly illu- 
minated and decorated with laurel, and devices emblematic of 
the occasion. About nine there was a public procession, by 
torch light, through the town, acezempanied by a band of 
music. About eleven tiie band, accompanied by many hun- 
dreds of radicals, visited a large bonfire on the Pike, a promi- 
Ment part of the hilis, about three miles from Rochdale, and at 
the hour of inidnight the whole mass of people assembled gave 
nine times three cheers for the Captive of IIlchester. No less 
than eight large fires were seen from the Pike, on the neigh- 
bourivg elevations. Firearms were being discharged in all div 
rections! and on Wednesday the evening was spent in joyous 
exultation; the Union Scheol was again illuminated ; and there 
was a ball, as on the preceding evening. The ladies and gen- 
tlemen wore gieen and white favours; «bout eleven o'clock 
there was a procession through the town. Besides the illumi” 
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nation and ball in the school, there were many others in the 
town and neighbourhood, which added greatly to the joyous 
scene. 

ASHTON UNDER LyNe, OcT. 29.—About ten this evening 
a Jarge fire was kindled on an eminence near the town, and at 
midnight canuon and fire-arms were discharged to announce 
the expiration of the dungeoning of the captive of Lichester ; 
the distant hills and emiuences around this town had large fires 
upon them, and one particularly upon Hartshead, where once 
stood the noted paramid of that aame, which might be seen 
from the port of Liverpool. 

BoLTon, Ocr. 30.--Public dinners were held here at the 
(‘inion Rooms, Bradshaw Gate, Little Bolton, Shaw Lane, and 
several other places in the town, in honour of Mr. Hunt’s 
liberation, and ia the evening the above places were illuminated 
upon the occasion. 

PapIHAM, Ocr, 30.—At Padiham, there was a public din- 
ner, and at about four o’clock in the afternoon a large balloon, 
eleven yards in circumference, and on which was painted a 
full-length portrait of Mr. Hunt, was liberated; it ascended 
in grand style, and was picked up about five miles off, and 
repurchased by the origival owners, for the purpose of being 
used ayain ou the sixth of Nov., being Mr. Hunt’s birth-dav. 
‘Phe evening was concluded in the most joyous manner, unani- 
mity being the order of the day. 

At Blackburn and Darwen there were public dinners, and 
large fires were kindly upon all the neighbouring hills. At 
Oldham and Hollinwood there were also public dinners, and at 
the former place there was a public procession; and on Bent 
direen a fat ox was roasted and distributed. The Union 
School was brilliantly illuminated also on this occasion. 

Royton, Nov. 4.—On Wednesday the 30th of October, 
«a number of the inhabitants of Royton assembled toge- 
iher in acommodious room at about six o’clock in the evening, 
for the purpose of celebrating the liberation ef Mr. Hunt. The 
compauy, after partaking of a comfortable supper provided for 
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the occasion, proceeded to the election of a chairman, who gave 
as the first toast, ‘ Henry Hunt, Esq.’ which was drunk with 
enthusiasm, and an address to that gentleman being moved 
and seconded, was carried unanimously. 

HOLsAcH.—On Wednesday evening the 30th ult., a party 
of Reformers met at the house of Mr. William Colley, (the 
Horse and Groom) to celebrate the liberation of Mr. Hunt 
from prison. The party consisted of respectable tradesmen 
and (says our correspondent) ‘ We never remember spending a 
pleasanter evening than on this occasion. Several good songs 
were sung by Messrs. Windett, Alford, Hunter, Bingham, Hen- 
ley, Cardinal, &c. &c. The following toasts were also drank : 
--Mr. Hunt, Sir F. Burdett, Major Cartwright, Sir R. Heron» 
the Duke of Bedford, Peter Watson, (now in prison for re- 
fusing to pay Peter’s pence, &c.) Civil and Religious Liberty all 
over the World, Col. Johnson, Mr. Heathcote the Member for 
Boston, Mr. Drakard, &c. 

SPALDING.—A party dined at the Punchbowl Inn, the large 
window of which was illuminated, on Wednesday, to celebrate 
Mr. Hunt’s restoration to liberty. In the evening, a few men 
and boys were peaceably assembled in the strects, when an 
officious Dogberry, not liking to see the evening pass over 
quietly, apprebended some school boys in the heinous act of 
holding torches to a party of musicians, and, with a ‘ rigour be- 
yond the law,’ confined them in the common gaol till the next 
morning. 

Leeps.—On Tuesday evening, October 29, the friends of 
Mr. Hunt assembled in Briggate, Leeds, where they were join- 
ed bya band of music and flags, and from thence they marched 
in procession through some of the principal streets to the bon- 
fire at Richmond Hill, which had been lighted in honour of 
Mr. Hunt’s liberation. The band there played many patriotic 
airs, which were loudly checred by the surrounding multitude- 
On Wednesday a public dinner was provided in a large room in 
Briggate, where nearly 250 Radical Reformers sat down to a 
dinner provided at 2s. 6d. cach. The cloth being drawn, M 
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Mann was called to the Chair, and concluded a very energetic 
speech by proposing the following toast:—‘ Mr. Hunt, and 
may his restoration to Freedom fan the sacred spark of Liberty 
into a Blaze, which shall eventually bura up Corruption, Root 
aud Branch,’ The following toasts were then drank :—“ The 
Sovereignty of the People; the Immortal Memory of Thomas 
Paine, the enlightened Author of the Rights of Man; the Cause 
of Civil aud Religious Liberty ; the Cause of the Greeks, and 
may the Freedom which their ancestors enjoyed, be re-esia” 
blished on the ruins of Turkish Despotism ; the health of Major 
Cartwright, the consistent, undeviating, and venerable Father 
of Reform; the health of Mr. Cebbett, and a speedy reconct_ 
liation between him and Mr. Hun’.”” The Chairman propcsed, 
—‘ The health of Mr. Wooler, and may his two-edged sword 
continue to cut none but the enemies of Freedom ;” after which 
followed— the speedy Suppression of the Bridge-street Gang 
and Vice Society, and may their Mischief-making Members take 
the advice of St. Paul, ‘ Study to be quiet, and mind their owr 
Business ;’ the Memory of the Martyrs who fell on the 16th of 
August, 1819, beneath the Blood-stained Sabres of an Infuriated 
Yeomanry—in solemn silence;—May the Vulcans of Verona, 
who are now forging the Fetters of Europe, find them fastened 
around their own necks ;—three times three; Lord Cochrane, 
and the brave Sailors and Soldiers who have nobly fought for 
the Liberty of Columbia; and Mr. Drakard, the Proprietor of 
the Stamford News.” : 

In the course of the evening Mr. Mason adérassed the 
meeting thus :—The purpose for which we are now assembled 
must be ina variety of respects highly gratifying to every lover 
of freedom ; for we should be dead to the common feelings of 
humanity if we did not instinctively start forth and make the 
welkin ring with our songs of joy at the restoration to society 
and the common comforts of existence of that intrepid and 
much-injured champion of public liberty, Mr. Hunt. Yes, gen- 
lemen, it must ke indeed gratifying to the thousands and tens 
of thousands of brave Britons who have not bowed the knee to 
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Baal, who have not yet willing beut their necks to the yoke of 
tyranny, to know that that persecuted patriot has now escaped 
from the fangs of his merciless foes. Let us exult at the simul- 
tanous expression of public feeling on the occasion, for such 
an expression must indeed be galling to the abettors and 
minions of corruption, [It may not, ’tis true, at present, 
ubhorse, them, but it will plant thorns beneath them, and 
cause them to sit uneasy, and it wil! letthem see that they may 
be unhorsed, and who they ave that can, and I trust will even- 
tually unhorse them. Yes, gentlemen, it will shew thei 
their legitimate masters ; for, notwithstanding all their noise 
about legitimacy, we know, and they kuow too, that the people 
form the only legitimate source of power, but they have un- 
fortunately, like other foolish and easy masters, too long en- 
trusted their afiairs to the management of selfish and unjust 
stewards, who, having got the possession, have evea turned 
their employers out of doors. Yes, gentlemen, ‘t its even so with 
us as a Hation: our servants, taking advantage of our supineness, 
have got the upper hand of us ; have turned us out of our own 
house, closed the doors, and placed a band of hired ruffians to 
keep usout; but I trust ere long we shall arouse from our 
lethargy, aud be determined to undertake the manageiment 
of our own affairs, and that this public expression of our joy 
on the one hand at the liberation of our brave champion of 
freedom, and indignation on the other at the tyranny of 
our oppressors, will facilitate sucii a consummation, fer it 
cannot fail to remind the people of an event which 
is immediately connected with the liberation of Mr. 
Hunt, and wiich bas done more towards bringing into con- 
tempt the rulers of the day, than thousands of common acts 
of oppression could possibly have done. It will remind the 
people of the ever-memorable sixteenth of August 


and where is the man that can review the proceedings of that 


, gentlemen ; 
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day, without his very soul being petrified with horror! Qn 
that day we beheld a vast concourse of our countrymen peace- 
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theiy grievances: on that day we beheld Mr. Hunt presiding 
over that mighty multitude as the conservator of its peace, for 
he not only endeavoured, to the utmost of his ability, to pro- 
tnote peace and order on the occasion, but he completely suc- 
ceeded, and all was peace until those who ought to have been 


the conservators of the public peace broke the public peace, 


and you know too well thé result. Gentlemen, this unarmed 
and unoflending multitude were indiscriminately sabred, and 
Mr. Hunt for his services on that day—services which entitled 
him to the thanks of every lover of peace in the country —was 
rewarded with two years and a-half of incarceration in the 
worst of dungeons. Where is the man, then, I say, who can 
recollect these events, and not feel abhorrence to corruption ? 
Gentlemen, the public expressioa of fecling on the present oc- 
easion lias, I trust, fanned the sacred spark of freedom into a 
blaze, which shall eventually burn up corruption root and 
branch. Mr. Mason thea proceeded to state that he had re- 
cently had an opportunity of witnessing the ardour of the 
female reformers of Lancashire in the good catise, whose zeal 
was beyond all praise? and (said he), H you have any affection 
for the softer sex, you would, on beholding the love of liberty 
sparkling in their eyes, have regarded them with a tenfold 
greater degree of affection. He concluded by giving ‘ The 
female reformers of Laucashiire.’ 

Besides the above diuner, there were parties at five different 
respectable inns at Leeds. 

Hu.Lu.—There were three inns in Huilat which dianers were 
provided, so situated as to suit the convenience of the different 
parties ; besides which there were several private parties. The 
principal public dinner was at the Masons’ Arms Tavern, where 
nearly a hundred gentlemen sat down to excellent fare, Mr, 
Jackson inthe chair. After the cloth was drawa, the Chairman 
on opening the business observed that the gentlemen present 
would naturally anticipate the first toast, but in this he should 
immediately inform them they would be disappoited ; it would 
be expected that the health of Mr. Hunt would take precedence 
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of all the others, but he was certain—knowing the principles of 
the gentlemen whom he had the pleasure of seeing before him, 
he was confident—that they would agree with him that there 
was a toast paramount to every other sentiment or name which 
could be given, and which must take precedence of the rest, 
He felt how enthusiastic the health of the great individual 
whose emancipation from prison they were now met to cele- 
brate would be received, and he should have felt pain ia pro- 
crastinating that toast were it not from the present imperious 
national duty which compelled him. He then observed, thet 
without further prelude he should give ‘ The Sovereignty of 
the people. —3 times 3. He then called the attention of the 
company to the toasf which he was sure they all most anxiews!y 
anticipated ; but before he gave it he begged to offer a few 
remarks on the indefatigable and prompt exertions of the most 
distinguished individual whose liberation they were then met to 
celebrate. His first public political act, as known to them, was 
the first Spatields meeting ; there, without having the most 
distant knowledge of who were the originators of the meeting, 
he, called upon as he was by the spontaneous voice of the peo- 
ple, although at a considerable distance, failed not to attend: 
and it was fresh in all their memories, how immense was that 
meeting, and with what facilities the resolutions were put and 
adopted; they also knew the disasters of the second meeting 
at the same place, through the instrumentality of Messrs. Cas- 
tles and Co.; but not in the least intimidated by the duplicity 
of those whom Mr. Hunt had every reason to suppose were his 
friends, he still continued to be the steady advocate of the peo- 
ple’s nights. He has achieved, even when in’ priscn, what no 
individual ever did before in the cleansing that Augean stable, 
when his life was in the power of the gaoler ; and they all 
hoped to live to see the day when, by the assistance of his ac- 
tive exertions the great Augean stable will be cleansed. With 
the meeting at Manchester they were all perfectly acquainted— 
with his apprehension, his release—his trial at York —(that trial 


and fis subsequent exertions at Ilchester, where, although a 
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prisoner, he still prosecuted the great cause of reform,—how 
it terminated as to Bridle—his exertions for the freeholders of 
Somerset, and their gratitude to him for his exertions: all 
those things being fresh in their memory, Mr. Jackson should 
not detain them longer than to give the health of “ Henry 
Hunt, the zealous and indefatigable F riend of the People.” —3 
limes 3.—Song, “The Field of Peterloo.” 

“ Major Caitwright, the Father of Reform.” 

Mr. Houston begged to trespass on the attention of the com- 
pany a few minutes ; and, before he gave the toast which they 
allwould most gladly participate in, relate a circumstance with 
which they perhaps were not all acquainted. One of the special 
jurymen informed him, that when they retired at York to con- 
sult on their verdict, one of his brother jurymen in a pompous 
and insolent manner, approached him and observed they had 
made up their minds and intended to find him guilty. The 
honest man looking his brother juryman full in the face with 
astonishment said, “ What, Sir, am not I on my oath; have I 
not sworn to decide according to the evidence? how dare you 
insult me by such language and condact? when the other ob- 
served, ‘ That as we are all gentlemen here except yourself, I 
did not suppose but that you would be of the same opinion as 
ourselves.’ Upon this the virtuous and indignant juryman re- 
torted— Either immediately apologise for your iusult, or meet 
me to-morrow morning ;’ when the ‘contemptible’ cringingly 
came down witha ‘Beg pardon, Sir, ’pon honour, did not 
mean to offend you, indeed I did not.’ Mr. H. then proposed 
the health of Alderman Wood, M. P. the faithful friend of 
Caroline of Brunswick, the injured Queen of England. The 
following toasts were also given with acclamation, “ In spite of 
the Congress at Verona, Civil and Religious Liberty all over 
the world, and confusion tothe despots who combine against 
the liberties of mankind.” ‘ May the Sword of Justice, tem- 
pered by the hand of mercy, revenge the wrongs of Hunt.” 
“ Mr. John Lawless, of Belfast.” ** The Radicals of Hull: may 
they maintaig their present independence of mind, and may 
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they cordially detest the base and luw minded sycophants, wiio 
make a feigned regard for religion a stepping stone to worldly 
advancement.”” ‘Mr, Cobbett, and) may this colossus of 
talent be long preserved in health to wield his Herculean club.’’ 
‘Mr. Wooler.”’  “* Sir Charles Wolseley, and Thomas North- 
more, Esq.” “ Lord Cochrane.” “ All the sufferers in the 
cause of Reform, and may they find indemnity for the past and 
security for the future.” ‘‘ Peter Watson, of Durham.” «* Our 
brothers, all the Reformers who are this night met to celebrate 
the Emancipation of the Captive of Ilchester.” The memory 
of the manes of the — at Peterioo.” ‘Mr, Drakard, of 
Stamford, and the liberty of the press, the great bulwark of 
English freedom.’ ‘Sir Francis Burdett.” 
GREENOCK.—On the evening of the 30th ult., the friencis 
and admirers of Mr. Hunt in this town, met at the White Hart 
Inn, to celebrate the liberation of that geutleman from his long 
and unmerited confinement in Iichester Gaol. Upwards of a 
hundred and twenty persons attended upon this occasion, and 





many, from want of room, were prevented from joiming in the 
festivities on this joyous occasion. The windows of the Ina 
were illuminated, and exhibited two elegant transparencies ; 
one of which represented Mr. Hunt, in the act of preferring lis 
charges against Bridle, before the Commissioners. ‘The other 
was an emblematic device, containing the names of those Bri- 
tons, ancient and modern, who are most celebrated for their 
patriotism and love of liberty. After partaking ef a substantial 
dinner, the company called upon Mir. John Shanks to take the 
Chair. Mr- Shanks commenced the business of the evening, 
by giving—tiie King, and may he never forget the duties which 
he owes the people. After this was drank, the Chairman again 
rose, and addressed the company as follows :— 

« Gentlemen,—lIn rising to give the health of the celebrated 
individual on whose account we are met here this evening, al- 
though not unequal to the task of doing justice to the subject | 
I cannot refrain from calling your attention to a few oi the fea- 
tures in that great man’s character, which point him out to us 
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as pre-eminently qualified to be a leader in the great cause of 
Radical Reform. It is impossible to contemplate the history 
of that individual without being struck with the fact, that every 
attempt that has been made to crush him, has only made the 
energy of liis character burst forth with redoubled splendour, 
and more and more recommend him to the love, confidence, 
and admiration of his countrymen. ‘The memorable Meeting 
of Radical Reformers at Manchester, when the Yeomanry Ca- 
valry were let loose to massacre unoflending men, women, an‘ 
children, though fraught with the most melancholy recollec- 
lions, yet presented an opportunity for Mr. Hunt to display 
such matchless presence of mind, undaunted courage, and per- 
fect coolness, as astonished even his friends, whilst it confounded 
his enemies. Aud the trials which followed that catastrophe, 
elicited the powers of his mind, in his admirabie defence, still 
further, by exhibiting him to the world as a powerful and ac- 
complished public speaker. And shall it ever be forgotten that 
at the very time whien faction thought she had consigned him 
over to solitary restraint and forgetfulness, this steady, consis- 
tent, and indefatigable patriot and Reformer, gave the most 
unequivocal proof of the sincerity of his principles, by the de- 
tection, exposure, and successful correction of the most barba- 
rous practices that ever disgraced a civilized country. The en- 
quiry into the abuses in Ilchester Gaol, is of itseif suficient to 
immortalize his name; and whilst it displayed the greatness of 
his intellectual and physical capacity, it gave a still more amiable 
view of his philanthropy and moral worth. It is our duty, 
gentlemen, as it is the duty of every Briton who loves his coun- 
try, to stand forward ; and, on public grounds, to manifest our 
attachment to the cause for which he suffered; and now that he 
is restored to personal liberty to join his active talents, all the 
countenance and support in our power to obtain a restoration 
of those rights for which le has so ably contended, and to the 
accomplishment of which his whole life has been so entirely 
devoted. I conclude, gentlemen, with giving you the health of 
that undaunted Patriot aud friend of humanity, Heury Hunt, 
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and may his exertions in reforming the Representation of the 
People, be equally successful, with the correction of Abuses 
which he effected in Ilchester Bastile.” Scng. A man’s a man, 
for a’ that. The following toasts were then successively drank, 
and several gentlemen accompanied their sentiment with neat 
and forcible addresses, which drew forth louder plaudits and 
warmer bursts of feeling than ever were wilnessed on any simi- 
lar oceasion in this place :—The venerable and enlightened Ma- 
Jor Cartwright, and may he live to see a full, fair, and free Re- 
presentation of the People in Parliament. Song. Tyrolese 
Song of Liberty. Success to the Great Northern Union, 
and may it speedily accomplish the ends of its Institution, 
Song. Arise, bid the hearts, &c. Unity of sentiment and 
action amongst the leading Reformers, the best, and only 
means of triumphing over the worst enemies of the peopie’ 
The liberty of the Press and success to all those who 
by means of it advocate the rights of the people. Song. 
The Cogie. May the distress which threatens the ruin of 
the agricultural and commercial interests open the eyes of 
all concerned to the cause which have produced it. Song 
Scotia’s sons shall aye be free. Our brethern whoare suffering 
imprisonment in the cause of reform; may the consciousness 
of a good cause cheer the gloom of their dungeons. Song 
Exile of Erin. The memory of departed patriots. Song 
Scot’s wha’ hae’ wi’ Wallace bled. May convivial harmony 
attend the festivities of all those who like ourselves are this 
night engaged in rendering the tribute due to patriotism. 
Song. Should auld acquaintance be forgot. Success to the 
present struggle of the Greeks, may they soon regain their 
long lost independence. Song, Our bosoms wee’l bare, Gen. 
Bolivar and the patriots of South America, may their wisdom 
long preserve that liberty which their valour has achieved. 
Marseilloois Hymn. Lord Cochrane and all those who assist 
the oppressed in any part of the world to assert their rights. 
Song. Ye mariners of England, A speedy downfall to that 
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pillar of tyranny the Holy Alliance and may its ruins ever 
warn the councillors of Britain that the only stability of a throne 
is in the affections of the people. Song. The hour of retribu- 
bution’s nigh. 

Several original songs of great merit were sung during the 
evening. Mr. Shanks left the chair a little after eleven 


o'clock, and the company immediately broke up in the most 


harmonious manner, every one expressing the delight which he 
felt at being present. 





IRISH TY THES, 

The state of Ireland is becoming every hour more dreadful. 
What in times of comparative prosperity was hardship enough, 
is now become intolerable ; and as every day aggravates the 
evil, by encreasing the cause, the situation of the country en- 
creases in horror :——and consequences are threatened which wily 
overwhelm it in anarchy and desolation. We are aware, that 
there are men who calculate that Ireland has no means of con. 
centrating her spirit and her powers, in any formidable resist- 
ance :—and that those who are maddened by oppression may be 
dealt with as wild beasts, and knocked on the head whenever 
they venture to appear in acts of open outrage. But the folly 
of this calculation is sufficiently apparent, when it is maaan’ 
that the mass of the people are the oppressed:—and that the 
oppressors are, in comparison, so few. Yet nothing is done to 
allay the ferment; at least, nothing that can allay it; which can 
only be ctfected by measures that will lessen the misery of the 
people. The Lord Lieutenant, after all the hopes which the 
name of Wellesley was supposed to excite, has merely prevented 
the statue of King William from being this year netamorphosed 
infoa harlequin-insult to the Catholics of Dublin.“ Old Glen. 
coe” has been rendered harmless, for once :—but what is far 
more mischievous than “ Old Glencoe’ has been left to rage 
with encreased fury. We mean the operation of the tythe sys- 
tem;—a subject upon which we dare hardly trust our pen 
to transcribe our feelings. While Mr. Williams, of the 
Durham Chronicle, is at this time about to be con- 
signed to a eloomy dungeon, for properly chastising a 
spirit, that ought never to be permitted to disgrace the name 
of religion without chastisement —while the immaculate purity 
of the established church, notwithstanding the exploits of the 
infamous Bishop ot noble blood, is held up to our veneration, 
by the judges of the land, and the minions of the court, the 
system upon which that church builds its emoluments, is pro- 
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ducing more evil in Ireland, than plague and pestilence—than 
murderous siroccs—the wildest tornados, or the most terrible 
convulsions of nature. An earthquake might swallow up the 
“emerald isle,” and engulph all its inhabitants in a promiscu~ 
ous grave—but their miseries would be at an end—we should 
not see miserable millions crawling destitute on the face of the 
earth, amidst the abundance which their totl produces to swell 
the stores, and load the tables of others, but which they must 
not touch themselves. We should not see wretches, driven 
frantic by incessant licensed plunder, have recourse to unlicens 
ed depredation, in despair, or in revenge. We should not be 
mocked with splendour shining like the phosphoric light on 
tainted fish, and arising out of the corruption of the decaying 
body politic. Weshouid not hear the church preach humility 
and resignation to others; while claiming with rapacious hands, 
and relentless heart, the highest emoluments and the greatest 
worldly enjoyments for itself. 

‘The encreased distress of Ireland, necessarily encreases the 
difficulty of raising money from the people; and the Church 
is driven to greate r severity, in the exaction of what it calls its 
dues. At every quarter sessions the tythe causes multiply 
so fast, as to stinotls all otl.er business! —We are told that *‘ out 
of sixteen hundred civil processes at Macrow, in the county of 
Cork, thirteen hundred or-ginated in tythes : tr’ Let it be 
remembered that these mighty “ ciril” processes, by the attend- 
ant expences, double, and often treble the amount of the 
claim—so that he who cannot pay a few shillings to the Church, 
hashis whole property seized upon to defray the charge of the 
legal and civil means made use of to drain his pockets of the 
last farthing. The Irish papers affect to wonder whether the 
encrease of the evil arises out of the “ increased resistance” of 
the peasantry to the tythe payment; or to the ‘ greater 
severity” of the tythe proctors, in enforcing payment. It is 
owing, rather to the decreased ability of the people, which 
imposes greater severity as the only means of obtaining any 
thing. That the government should know the people are 
utterly unab'e to pay, and yet take no steps to stay the pro- 
ceedings ofthe proctors, is the mischief. ‘The tythes should be 
imposed upon those who are able to pay them, or they 
shouid be entirely abolished. The maintenance of a system 
of which murder and outrage are the necessary and natural con- 
sequences, cannot be defended on the score of the necessity of 
defending the interests of any religion. If the Established 
Church in Ireland, instead of maintaining order, and spreading 
morality, is supported by a system that arrays the greater part 
of the people in mortal enmity against it—if it can ouly be sup- 
ported by wresting from the "people what thelr necessities re- 
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quire themselves—a legislative interference becomes absolutely 
uiccessary, to prevent the exasperated feelings of the people 
from violently endeavouring to throw off au insupportable load. 
The very idea of men, women, and children, being reduced to 
an existence in rags, and nakedness, and having their last meal 
torn from them, to swell the fortunes of the church, is mon- 
strous. Reason, nature, honesty, honour, every feeling of 
humanity, rise in horror at the proposition. No known des- 
potism exhibits such a portrait of the oppression of the majority 
of apeople:—and yet men affect to wonder at the ensubor- 
dination of Ireland! How can it be otherwise than insubor- 
dinate. Men may be induced to surrender quietly by the 
dread of punishnent, what they can spare—but when they 
have only to chuse between death by funger, and death 
as the consequence of resisting a system which reduces them to 
starvation, how can men hesitate which to choose ; the more 
especially, when their wives and children clamour for food 
which they are not only unable to supply in sufficient quantity, 
hut when they see the little they have torn from them by the 
authority of the Church? What can such asystem produce 
butfmadness, and destruction. One of its natural effects oc- 
curred on the second of this month. A police-man was killed, 
while attempting to execute a Magistrate’s warrant upon an 
accused person, ia the neighbourhood of Creagh, County of 
Limerick. He knocked at the door of the man’s dwelling; and 
although he had a party of the 42d Highlanders with him, the 
answer was a bali through the Aead. This individual case 
might not beimmediaiely linked with the tithe question. The 
avcused might have comiiited some depredation, which made 
it requisite for the Police to interfere :—but the tithe-system is 
at the bottom of all the heart burnings in Ireiand ; and the great 
cause of all depredations, of whatever description, rests there. 
It might be very requisite that a difficult road should be well 
stored with sign-posts, for the satisfaction of doubtful travellers, 
who could not trust their own judgment; but it would be a 
wretched policy, to make miilions wretched, that these direc. 
tion-posts might be splendidly gilt, and gorgeously attired. The 
case is the same with the road to heaven ;—and the uses of the 
Church are not to justify its abuses. Let those who deem 
the Church necessary, and it doctrines correct, maintain it, in 
what splendour they please ;—but it can have no moral right, 
to be supported by the labour of those who deem it in error ; 
nor to take from wretchedness and indigence the miserable 
pittance that a bad system has left them. We do not wonder 
that men can be found to take the revenues of the Church ; but 
we are surprised that they can talk ofreligion, of the christian 
religion, while they take them. Howcan they read the scrip- 
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tures they pretend to believe, and act in direct contradiction to 
the precepts and examples whichthose writings afford ? How 
dare they affect toteach the doctrines of pvace and good will,when 
the system on which they exist scaters abroad the fire-brands 
of interminable dissention? How can they mention the virtues 
of forbearance, humilitu, compassion, and sympathy with the 
miseries of others? We have heard of ministers of the gospel, 
who have suffe d the imserable beings who have been robbed 
of their all, in the name of the church, to lie upon the 
lawns before the doors of the mansions of these teachers of 
religion, supplicating in vain for the return of a small 
proportion of the property of whieh they have been depriv- 
ed! Could such men be blamed for evil excesses, when 
thus driven to them by desperate necessity? Is it astonishing 
that they should prefer the destruction of property, to witnessing 
the enjoyment of it, by such men! It is frenzy, it is 
madness to destroy, and to ravage;—but whence arises the 
cause of the madness ¢ Other lunatics are placed under the 
care of proper a™tliorities, and put under a course of treat- 
ment calculated to effect a cure ;—but when oppression makes 
men politically mad, they are hunted down like mad dogs. Is 
this fair treatment? What would the members of the Esta- 
blished Church say, were they called upon to pay tythes 
to the Catholic Church, or for the maintenance of the 
creed of Mahomet? Yet it would be equally just to 
compel them to do this—equally just to make them sur- 
render their last loaf, as to tear the last meal of pota- 
toes from an Irish Catholic, to maintain the pomp of the 
Established Church. But the sword, and the law are 
in the hands of the Protestants; and the Catholics are rebe/s 
if they will not patiently be slaves. Nature cries out 
against such a system, and demands its revision. If the 
state will have a state religion, it should provide for it from 
the general funds of the state:—aund not employ its agents 
to make it hated on account of the contributions which 
it levies. This is the way to procure its destruction—for 
though force may subdue the feelings, and awe physica! force 
for a time into submission, the re-action must ensue, and will 
be terrible. Suppose, however, that Ireland cannot eman- 
cipate herself, is it nothing to the British interests that 
she should wish to throw herself into the arms of France 
for that protection which Britain refuses her. Come another 
convulsion in France, and we shall find the certain consequences 
of persisting in our present conduct to Ireland. 
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